CFP: The Society for Utopian Studies Annual Meeting, November
12-14, 2026, Portland, Oregon, USA

Theme: Interconnections between Utopia and Dystopia in Times
of Crisis

Keynote speakers:

ALEX ZAMALIN

Rutgers University, author of Black Utopia
Friday, November 13, 6:30-8:30 PM

TAVIANYONG’O
Yale University, author of Black Apocalypse
Saturday, November 14, 6:30-8:30 PM

Venue: Embassy Suites Portland Downtown (Formerly the 1912 Multhomah Hotel)
Proposal Deadline: June 30, 2026 > EXTENDED TO JULY 15, 2026

Conference Co-chairs email: susprogramchair@gmail.com

Conference website: https://utopian-studies.org/conference2026/

A common assertion in utopian studies and beyond recognizes the dialectics of
utopia and dystopia. As Ursula K. Le Guin put it (expressing a widely held sentiment), if
“[e]very eutopia contains a dystopia, every dystopia contains a eutopia™: a dream of
how things could be, combined with the realities of how things could be worse (or even
how they are). Scholarship on the critical utopia and critical dystopia also highlights how
the two forms are embedded within each other.

For the 2026 meeting of the Society for Utopian Studies, we invite proposals of 250-
300 words especially, though not exclusively, on this year’s theme. We invite presenters
from any academic discipline, activist or community organization, and creative or
journalistic field. And as always, SUS is dedicated to welcoming a variety of activist,

artistic, disciplinary, identitarian, ideological, practitioner, and theoretical perspectives.


https://cup.columbia.edu/book/black-utopia/9780231187404/
https://www.ucpress.edu/books/black-apocalypse/paper
mailto:susprogramchair@gmail.com
https://utopian-studies.org/conference2026/

This year, we are delighted to have the University of Oregon’s Center for the Study of
Women in Society as the local host, which especially invites papers and panels
engaging with gender and utopia in an intersectional/international frame. We also invite
presentations focusing on figures, locations, or histories connected to Oregon and the
Pacific Northwest.

Submissions can take any of the following:

e A 15-to 20-minute individual paper

e Afull panel of up to 4 speakers, an informal roundtable of 3-6 presenters, or a

workshop of up to 6 presenters

e Apresentation or performance of a creative work or artifact

e Avisual/audio presentation in the form of a poster and/or demo

e Other formats such as lightning rounds or PechaKucha
Sessions are typically 75-90 minutes. We especially encourage pre-formed, full

sessions (e.g., panels) that allow for audience discussion and engagement.

About the organization: The Society for Utopian Studies is an international
interdisciplinary association dedicated to the study of utopianism in literature, social
thought, political theory, intentional communities, architecture, and other cultural forms.
The annual meeting provides a collaborative space for scholars, artists, activists, and
practitioners to explore utopian ideas and practices across disciplines.

The Society is also accepting nominations and/or submissions for

the Lewis, Hough, Sargent, and Roemer awards. For graduate students, there is also

the Nicole LaRose travel grant. For information, please see the Awards tab of the SUS

website.

Conference Organizers:
Sangita Gopal (Local Chair, University of Oregon)
Edward K. Chan (Program Co-Chair, Waseda University, Tokyo)
Patricia Ventura (Program Co-Chair, Spelman College)
Donald Zarate (Graduate Assistant, University of California, Riverside)

* “Utopiyin, Utopiyang,” 2015, https://www.ursulakleguin.com/blog/97-utopiyin-

utopivang, (published in No Time to Spare, 2017).
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